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What City Women Read
By FREDERICK HILD,

Librarian Chicago Public Library.

FICTION IS T1IK MAIN' MENTAL
FOOD OF THE CITY WOMAN WHO
STANDS FOR THE MASSES. Certainly
this is tin- - conclusion compelled ly observa-
tion of tlio reading lia!its of those who pat-

ronize t lit- - public library of this city. Atvl

as 75,000 cards arc in constant use by their
holders, who last year drtw i.;;.'.;! vol-

umes, it will be seen that the activities ol
such an institution afford a wide ami inter-

esting field of survey.
I'nforliuiatcly present methods of re-

cording and classifying the demands made
upon the library do not enable us to give
figures in direct analvsis of the book' calls

made by women patrons. Our records show that a little more than
half the cards issued by the library are held by women, and that two-third- s

of the total books given out are works of fiction. Here re-

corded information stops. Hut personal observation, even though not
enforced by figures, may be trusted for something in a matter of this
kind, especially when the observer is trained and experienced, as are
those who serve the public at the counters and in the stack rooms ol
a big metropolitan library.

And what sav these, experts? That. FOR 1SOOKS OTHER
THAN THOSE OF FICTION. NOT ONE CAI.E IN TEN
COMES FRM A WOMAN'. This means that the women of the
city read mainly for entertainment.

There are. however, notable exceptions to this statement. This
is a day of women's literary and art clubs, and those who are active in
this field of research are to be classed among the more studious read-
ers. These reach out into fields of art, letters and biography.

Although the number of women readers of this class in a big city
is large, it is to he learcd that it suffers, in proportion, ly comparison
with the number of this class of women readers in the smaller towns.
country villages amh farming communities. IT IS STKONT.LY
CONTENDED P.Y THOSE FAMILIAR WITH THE READING
AND IN'TELLECTl'AL HA HITS OF THE PEOPLE OF THE
COCNTRY THAT A LARGER PROPORTION OF THE WOM-
EN OF THE RURAL OR VILLAGE COMMUNITY FINDS ITS
RECREATION IN FOLLOWING A COURSE OF II OM E
STUDY AND INDIVIDUAL INVESTIGATION. T1LVN IN
THE CITY. Country women have less in the way of social demands
to divert them and consequently are able to read more seriously and
uninterruptedly than their city sisters.

Without the light of personal observation I am inclined to grant
this contention.

jmwever, uo not let tne statement mat me average citv woman
is the type novel be as an jti(. MjSSouri

She elects to gain Illa((1 ,.V(.nt
through the of the biographer or wit,.w,.,, of

liistorian. Ami who shall say the stirring pages of " I lie Crisis
will not bring her as near the figure of the great emancipator a-

nionics of historical wisdom, or thai "The Leopard's Spots" not
give her a glimpse of reconstruction days that not gain from
volumes devoid the romancer's touch.
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the end of them would never reached. P.y the time that all the

living Chinamen had passed, a new generation would have been

born and rady to commence to tile past the spot in the place of the

generation that is now alive and so on

Although the Chinese nation is o old. we know very little

about it as a whole. The lime may come when it be to the ad-

vantage every American to know something about China and its

people and language. Kvcn in the twentieth century we may come

in liniL- Chio.--i its remarkable lands, as ill the sixteenth and

seventeenth centuries Kuropc looked upon America. Anyway the

race and its characteristics are worth studying. I am glad to know

that in America Columbia university, of New York city, de-

cided to take up the study of the Chinese in a definite way. Tin

foundation of the Dean Lung chair will mean a great deal to Amer-

ica. studying the Chinese language the first thing to be done i

to fun! a grammar. This is a that is almost unknown in China
Put there are Chinese grammars, liiu they bear the famous mark
"Made in Germany." Having got possession of a grammar the next
thing is to commence to study it. a few days the student will be

to say a few words, and in a few will say more. six
months ho will jabber considerably, and with some It all de-

pends bow he goes to work to studv the language. There Euro-

peans who spcak the language so well that it is almost impossible to
tell them from the natives.

Theoretically there but language in China, but really there
are more. 'I'here arc many dialects. any two of those dialects
are as different from each other as are English and Dutch.

Mandarin is the official language the whole empire. It is the
language spoken between official and servant, between and pris-

oner. Is a prisoner brought in from the country? He tells his
in his own native dialect, and it is translated by the official interpreter
into Mandarin. The judge asks his (iiestions in Mandarin and they
are translated back into tlje dialect. The decisions are in Mandarin
always.

Mandarin is the language that should be studied by the student
going from America for practical purposes. If he is going to do busi-

ness in any particular province he can learn the dialect ui that prov-

ince later.

KOKENDOFEK HONORED.

C. Hill and W. D. Endres
Remembered.

The convention Missouri

Christian ministerial institute tit
Columbia closed last Thursday.
The principle address for that day

was delivered by . T. Smith,
of Cincinnati, on "The Methods of

Securing our Missionary Offering."
The visiting ministers and their

wives were entertained at Christian
female college by Mrs. Luclhi St.
Clair. An elaborate dinner was

served.
Prof. V. J.Lliuuutn, of the Mis-

souri Uible college, addressed the

convention on the subject of Min

isterial Education. The new ofli- -

cersnre: President, A. W. Kokcn- -

doffcr, Mexico; vice-prcs- ., D.T.I
Wharton, Marshall; see., II.
Wood, Shclbiua, Executive com.,

J. II. Hardin, Liberty; W. J.Lha- -

nian, Columbia ;V. F. Richardson,
Kansas City. Com. on member-

ship L. II. Otto, lligginsville; A.

N. Lindsay, New Franklin; F. A.

Maylmll. Louisiana; C C. Hill, Cal-

ifornia; W. I). Endres, Montgom-

ery City.
Kcv. Kokendolfcr, the new pres-

ident, is popular pastor the

Mexico church. Elders Hill and

Endres, on committee membership,

are both well known in this coun-

ty both have been pastors of the

church at Laddonia. C. C. is

son-in-la- of Mr. E. Hughes
this city.

MISSOURI DEBATERS.

Audrain Boy Among Them
-- His Side Wins.

The municipal ownership idea is

growing in favor mid an Audrain
boy is proudly helping to sow the

seed. Walter Durch lives near

Lnddonia. this county :

Lawrence, Kan., April 17. The

fifth annual debate between 1 1n

of the state Utlivcrs- -
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thusiiistii! college men and the de-

cision was given to Missouri by the

judges, giving that school three of

the five debates that have 1 n held.
The question that was discussed

.. . , , .1 , r : . i :

was. itesoived, mat .uiimci pan-

ties Should Own and Operate
Plants for Supplying Light, Water
and Surface Transporntion ." The
iiflirmntivc was supported by Mis

souri, with J. L. Maynard. Walter
Puroh and L. K. Dales us

The negative speakers for Kansas
were J. 11. Tolen, 1. C. b'aiikiu
uid W. F. Mowry. The judges

were Ivigene r . ware, recently ap-

pointed I'nited States pension eotu-- '
liiissioiior; Silas Porter, of Kansas
City, Kan., and Judge S. A Uiggs,
of this city.

. W. (ioodcll and family mov-

ed back to Mexico from St. Louis.
(Mad to welcome their return.

The Missouri court of appeals
decides thai a woman found guilty
of nets entitling her husband to n

divorce forfeits all her rights in

his property.

Fidger Lee, of lfush Hill, and
Wiley Atkins, of Worcester, left
this week for Columbia, to attend
the Columbia Normal Academy.
Mr. Lee will touch the MeClintie
School, near Push Hill next win-

ter. Success to the boys ill their
studies at Columbia.

The Mkssaok editor made the
acquaintance of Mr. M. P. Car-

penter and family, just, southwest
of this city, the other day. Mr.
Carpenter came from Cooper coun-

ty about a year since and bought
the large farm where he now lives.
He showed us about his place aiid
we noted a number of improve-

ments. Mr. Carpenter intends to
build a large new residence soon,
on the Fulton road which passes
his place on the east, and we pre-

dict that it will not be long till he
has one of the best improved farms
adjoining Mexico. Mr. Carpenter
is a huMlsr and we welcome all
such to Audrain. II. L.

our city council,
and Mr. Carpenter were neighbor
iu their boyhood days.

Corn's a speoutiu'.

Hryan's lecture tonight.

Laddonia wants a town hall.

Next Saturday is the primary,

Laddonia public school closes
tomorrow.

Monroe county citizens arc
the illicit whisky sellers.

E. li. Hagau, id' near Laddonia,
is feeding l.'i head of line young
mules.

The candidates speak at Nay let

tonight and tomorrow comes the
wind-u- at Mexico.

Martiushurg is considering Sun-

day closing of all busiuess houses.
Should be done, of course.

Jap Moomaw, of Worcester vic-

inity, sold a span of mules to Van-dali- a

parties the other day for
$100. They were line fellows.

The Presbyterians have organ-

ic union in .Japan and the Metho-

dists in that country are working
to get together in the same way.

Sturgeon Leader: Miss Eva
Saiiat.cr has been unanimously
elected to teach the eight nililhs'.s
term of school at. Littleby, near
Mexico.

Mexico Modern Woodmen camp
will have five cents per member in

the Temple of Fraternity building
to be erected at the World's Fair
in St. Louis.

Audrain land is advancing in

price. Some of the fanners are
not as anxious to sell as they
thought when they meet a buyer
face to face.

Prof. F. C. Douglass has been
principal of the Martins-bur- g

public school, (iitss Wilson
and Miss Maggiq Torreyson will be
his assistants.

The work of Prof. Dasil Drcwer
and his assistants, Lee MeCall and
Miss Lena Petty, was so success-

ful that the patrons have petitioned
the board for their

The nine year old daughter of
Win Hhrst, of near Marshall, was
burned to death last Friday, her
clothes catching fire while she was
playing at a burning brush pile.

Last November John Hyan, of
Yuiidalia. this county, received in-

juries at Uoodhtuise, III., by the
C. iV A. railroad recently, through
his attorneys, Ciillcn and Dotts,
the ease was compromised. The
road gives Mr. liyau

The groom, the man and the
minister were in the vestry of a

Louisiana church the other day,
it is reported. The organist began
to play and the minister started for
the door. ''Wait one moment,
parson," called the nervous bride-

groom. "Is it the right or left

hand the ring goes on" "The
left." And, doctor, is it kissto-inar-

to cuss t he bride?"

Mr. Alex Davis has lived on the
same farm we.--l of Mexico for oj
years. He knew Mexico when the
grounds were but a haunt for (Ice-

land wolves and other wild animals.
Mr. Davis is in hi soth year, lie
remembers voting for Henry
Clav for President and says he once
belonged to the Know-nothing- the
only really true party this country
ever had. Mr. Davis can tell some
interesting thing.-- , of aiild I. nig
syne.

T. T. Tnrley sold his large
"home" farm, near Skinner, to a

Kuohi. Iowa, man at if IM an acre.
The Iowa maii paid down . 1,01111

and Mr. Turlev has the rent of
tho place
next March
for liiinl, in Aiuiraiu tlial lartroiiii
town, we have heard of. I Jut it

planted the which cost him
$d an ounce.

PRELUDE.
Willi nMilKic4 tci tin- - Center

Now that spring with the song-bird- s and the Mowers.

And the south wind is the refreshing April showers;

When the fields are tilled with greenness, and all nature wears a smile,

The woods are full of can'dates, seeking voters to beguile.

Over here in Old Audrain, on old Salty's placid shore,
We have a gang of good ones, despite Salty's sullen roar,
And all are ionkiiiI'.nt am) ANXiot sfor the final day to come.
That means a free ride for a few, a Salty ride for some.

Then somewhere iii this county fair will the sun be shining hot.
The birds will be singing somewhere, and .somewhere they will not;
Somewhere men will laugh with joy, somewhere children shout,
Hut somewhere tears arc going to tlow, 'cause the other man won out.

THE VOTER'S TRUST.
You hold your county's weal in your hand,

My brother, what will yon do
Will you favor the man who is gracious and bland.

Or the man who is earnest and true!

"fis a sacred trust, the men who stand
At the helm of our little boat

Will steer us safely at last to land,
If we choose the best by our vide.

So close up the ranks, keep your heads clear:
Come out and vote for your man.

De his principles high, have never a fear.
He'll serve vou the best that he can.

A Prize ContCht.
Warrciiton, Mo., April 1(5. In

the military contest of Central
Wesleyan Collegu last night' Cadet
Milton Soliut. of Springfield, III.,
won the sword. Lieutenant Col-

onel (lOodwin of Mexico, Mo. us

sisted by his staff, acted us judge.
In the gymnastic and physical cul-

ture exhibition the principal fea-

tures were parallel bars and box-

ing exercises and tumbling. The
lady students gave u fine drill.

The Magnates.
London, April Id. J. P. Mor-

gan, at the head of a syndicate, has
underwritten $.'i.'),000,000 of the
new irlfil), 00(1, 0(10 war loans at 'I 'l
per cent, authorized under the
chancellor of the exchequer's budg
et. A Kothchild syndicate, it is

said, has also underwritten $.1,000-000- .

The issue price in the city
will be (io'-.j- , being oil"-hal- f per
cent less than the last loan. The
steel trust magnates took $.0,000,-00- 0

of the first war loan in 1'I00.

Wedding Stopped.
Chicago, III., April 17. After

traveling more than "JO0 miles t

tlleet her intended husband, Dessic
Desaw's heart failed her.ishe con-

fronted the minister last night, and
when she confessed that she did
not love Sampson J. Droadway the
minister refused to make theiii
husband aiid wile.

lie said when ho asked her if

she would take Sampson Droadway

for bettor or worse tears tilled her

ees, she hung her heiid, and mur-

mured that she did not love him.

Kobinson Crusoe.
Honolulu, April IV Dv tin

steamship China comes a story of
a real Japanese Kohiusoi: Crusoi
who lived for 17 years on a de
cried island, near (leiisan, off
Corea. The man was seen by the
Japanese master of a fishing schoon-

er, who thought him a monster
from his wild appeareuee and did
not dare to laud, lie reported to
the Japanese government, which
scuta boal iu search otlhciiiau

.i i i ii . ... ion t lie isiaici. ne was lonnii
and taken to Nagasaki

The man had been so long with-lou- t

companionship that lie was re

duced almost to iuil ility. His
hair ami beard were unkept, and
ho had almost lost the power of
speech. He had I ueast away on
the island 17 years ago and had
subsisted since that tunc on fish
and sea weed, liiing iu u cave.
He was entirely without implements

)(. flri ,,) n iron or any mean ot iitiiiing
Ti.ii tl.,. t.,.wi i,i.; the scanty materials of miture

which the island f nrnished .

Philip Shin- - sav it is nil n mis- -

is a well improved place. Mr. tuke about the frogs bring dead.
Tnrley says that there is an aero! lie invite tin- Mr.s.i,i; man out
of hardy western cutalfa growing! to his farm for proof, lie has tin

seed, The Dean IS rot hers three of
them six miles south of Mexico.

EdurataVour llowelt With C.ra,rtf. Ulllsllcil pluming IO acres or col li
Cunily OnOiurtlc, ciirn I'mmilputlou former.
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Jackson's Watch Key.
This is reported by the Aii.wusso

K'ovicw:

Mrs. Laura Port or, of Aiixvusse,
has quite mi interesting relic. It
istieii. Jackson's watch key and
has been in her possession for over
.0 years, (iencral Jackson fought
a duel on her father's farm on tin
dividing line of Kentucky and Ten
nessee, during which episode
Key lost, anil louiul hv
when a mere child. It is pun
gold and represents a hand hold
ing a revolver. She has been of-

fered $1.")0 for the relic, but would
not part with it. The party who
made the offer wishes to exhibit it
at. the World's Fair.

MEXICO.
(ioiug to hear Dryaii tonight f

One more day for the candidates.
Now eating house building at the

depot going up.

UESSAOC

Sam Morris has greatly
proved his lawn and his residence.

Miss Mary Karnes will take part
ill the saellgelfesl lit Mobclly next
month.

"Lots' if caucusing among the
and friends hist

Saturday.
Miss Lima Steele j nt Dallas,

Texas, to attend the e t'oiileih r
ale reunion.

Mis Mary Long will witness the
marriage of her cousin. Miss.

near Slurgeon today.

All would be pleased III see that
move for an
I ween Mexico
seed .

Mrs. Dr. T.
.sister, Mrs.

ilh.

Soturdty.

tin
was her

im

ric railway
Molielly Mi- l-

J . liaskel her
Dowi, are

the former's daughter, Mr. i D.

MeCall. and other relaliws in Kill

toll this week.

Miss i Diish i in charge
of tin- La Crosse telephone
moved last week from Kudner'
Fish Market to tin- LaCrosse dum-

ber i '
l i S ollieo.

b'. v. W. A. Manna will preach a

ooniiiieiioemeiil sermon for tin--

'cut lidin public school graduating
next L y . Cenlralia is

ill line Ilh t he college.-- , ill t his
regard

Mrs. F.. Locke, of the Christian
church, entertained her liiblc cl.is
in her usually altraelive manner
last Friday. Mrs Locke'
j eiilipoei of cadets 110111 I lie

M dilary Aeadcinx

T. T. Tnrley -a thai catalpa
tree he has growing on the fal lu lie

recently sold is quite different from
the Mli et ealalpll .Mill see growing
ill this city . Hi is the Wotelli
Hardy variety and grows er tall.
It i a valuable wood. grows rapidly
and the books mi that foi luriii- -

on one corner of the farm that is: "yelper" variety and lie- - bull frog, jturc it polirJn
alone worth if'JOO. Mr. Tnrley 'too. ony and is a
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"THE WATER CURE."

This Administered and"the
Youngster Died."

Washington, I). ('., April 17.

The administration is much exer- -

ised over the reports of cruelty
shown by the army oflicers and
soldiers in the Philippines, and
President Konsovelt lias issued the
most preempt ory orders that Un-

guilty must lie punished, no mat- -

how high their rank iu the mil- -

do ry army and regardless of what
political pull they may present.

For several weeks reports have
been coining to the War Depart-

ment of tortures that have been in
flicted upon the natives of the far
Pacific islands, especially those in

habiting the Island of Samar.
These were discredited for a time,
but their persistency and the cor
roborative details forwarded If
those making thccomphiiuts, leave
little room for doubt that men iu
iinil'oiii have resorted to practices
such as might have been conceived
and carried out during the dark
days in Spain.

The Sen, lie has taken a hand iu

the investigation and in a daily
furnishing material for the War
Department investigation, with

that a number of cotirls
martial have boon ordered and
others will follow iu the near future.

Perhaps nothing has so spurred
Washington oflioials to action as
the death of IMward C. Itichtcr, a
private, serving with the army of
of u at ion . The evidence is
strong that he came to his deuth
by tin.' torture which is designated
us the "water cure", and which
has been practiced time and again
upon natives who refused to reveal
the whereabouts of concealed ritles.
Kichter, so the charge goes, was
imprisoned for drunkenness and
while partly delirous bpoame abus-

ive toward his superior ollleer.
That iiiiiii of cpualets ordered him
taken from II a ml given the
"water cure." This was done
and the youngster died from the
effects of the inhuman treatment.

One eye witness, whose testimony
is being considered in Washington,
stalso that ho has known of the
"water cure" torture being admin-

istered in -- 00 eases and he has no
doubt that thousands of instances
could be found.

The " water cure." as described
by this witness, isa barbarous tor
tuic that the Chinese might envy.
The prisoner is laid on his back on
the ground, his legs .'ind arms uiv
pinioned and his mouth is loreco
open. The water i poured ill,

not by the cup full, but by the
gallon. The witness declares
he has as many as four
lolls given "lie peisiili. The
tim must sw allow or strangle

t lull
gal

so a hi stomach is dislelid
oil and all hi ital organs com-

pressed. The w ay I he Wiiter is tak-

en from lie lnnl. is b rolling the
vicl nil on a barrel, and it is sai d

that b'ichler dud while lliis latter
opera! urn via in progress.

Twentieth Century Medicine
, C.uidv C.ilhartio are as

far ahead of .on lent p II poi-.oii- and
liquid ph .ie ;i l In- i !' ' trie li'.dit of
the t.llloW I ,1 ' OollUllie l.llllpod
C. ('.('. .V sold m bud.. All
di iii'(;i:.l ,,i.i.

FLOUR...
m vol ii v Tin:

MEXICO ROLLER

CUSTOM MILLS.

lsl Me, 0. K. Patent.

21 Grade, StraiiM Patent

4tli Grade, Eaile.

Special price made mi "oo lbs or
over. Highest price paid for
grain. Fxchutigc with the farm-ice- s

a specialty. Full sioek of mill
feed on hand. Satisfaction guar.

'indeed or money refunded.

EUGENE E. JONES, Manager


